
Follow rules for
overall progress

S Suresh Kumar,
urban develop-
ment, law and
parliamentary
affairs minis-
ter, talks of
the five things
he wants to do
for the city of
Bangalore in 2010 

More feeder buses
To tackle traffic chaos, public trans-
portation will be encouraged. For
instance, we can make the Majestic
area from Anand Circle to City Market
a ‘no private vehicle’ zone. Regular
shuttle buses can be introduced. These
feeder buses will help people hop on
and off to places.1
Involving NGOs, SHGs 
Solid waste management is important
for our city. To achieve this, we will
engage self-help groups (SHG) and
non-governmental organisations
(NGO). We have already learnt that
consistency is needed to achieve suc-
cess. By constantly involving SHGs and
NGOs, we can make Bangalore a
garbage-free city.2
Rainwater harvesting 
Due to water shortage in various pock-
ets in the city, it has become essential
for all of us to preserve rainwater. We
can’t let it go waste. We will success-
fully implement rainwater harvesting
which has been made mandatory after
the amendment of the Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) Act.3
Abide by rules
I will be a true citizen of Bangalore and
work for the overall progress of the
city. Right from encouraging public
transportation and implementing
water conservation methods, I will
take lead in all these developmental
programmes. As a citizen of Bangalore,
I will follow all the rules and regula-
tions governing it.4
Towards solutions 
I will take lead in initiating pro-
grammes that can help in solving the
problems facing the city. I would like to
play the role of a problem solver than a
problem maker. I want to work more
actively for the betterment of the city. I
would make efforts to provide a better
living atmosphere for Bangaloreans.5

Hemanth Kumar. BANGALORE

Shock and gloom over the sudden
death of thespian Vishnuvardhan

enveloped the legislative assembly,
that was in the midst of electing a new
Speaker on Wednesday. Members of
the assembly, led by chief minister BS
Yeddyurappa, paid emotional tributes
to Sahasa
Simha.

But what fol-
lowed were un-
precedented events of shame, as op-
position members started manhan-
dling the presiding officer Yogesh
Bhat, and scuffled with the security
staff.

The somber mood turned combat-
ive as Bhat rejected the Opposition de-
mand to adjourn the house immedi-
ately, after adopting a condolence res-
olution. Instead, he wanted to conduct
the Speaker’s election as scheduled.

Leader of the opposition, Siddara-
maiah, and Janata Dal(S) leader HD
Revanna wanted the election to be
postponed to Thursday, as transacting
any business after paying homage to
the great artiste would amount to in-
sult. “Let us not turn the Speaker’s

election into a prestige issue. Let us
not play politics here. We will be send-
ing a wrong message to the people if
we go ahead with our political-mind-
ed business,” they said.

However, law and parliamentary af-
fairs minister S Suresh Kumar out-
rightly disagreed and said that the
date for the Speaker’s election had
been fixed by the Governor, and the

government wanted to abide by it.
Even as the opposition members vo-

ciferously protested the decision, Bhat
initiated the election process.

Infuriated by this, Zameer Ahmed
and Balakrishna of the JD(S),
Kakasaheb Patil of the Congress and
other opposition members gheraoed
Bhat and tried to physically prevent
him from completing the process. Za-
meer broke the mike kept on the
Speaker’s table, and threw it down.
Security personnel had to rush to
Bhat’s rescue as more opposition
members climbed the Speaker’s podi-
um. This further enraged the oppo-
sition. Some of them tore the records
and official papers on the Speaker’s
table and threw it on Bhat’s face.

When the opposition members start-
ed shouting slogans against Bhat and
the BJP government, the BJP members
too trooped into the well of the house
and shouted counter slogans.

Amid uproarious scenes KG Bopa-
iah was elected as Speaker by voice
vote, defeating the united opposition
candidate TB Jayachandra.

Bopaiah after assuming the office
immediately adjourned the house sine
die. k_hemanth@dnaindia.net

Opposition party members shout slogans against Speaker’s election, remove mike and throw official papers

Shame after homage in Assembly

PANDEMONIUM: Opposition members manhandled Yogesh Bhat, who was
the presiding officer, as KG Bopaiah was elected the new Speaker

FOR PROGRESS: BDA has taken up
developmental works estimated at
Rs623.09 crore in different parts of
the city
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Demand to cancel poll 
Chief Minister BS Yeddyurappa
termed the opposition members’
conduct as most shameful, and the
darkest day in the history of the
state legislature. The opposition
leaders later submitted a memoran-
dum to Governor HR Bharadwaj urg-
ing him to declare the election of
the new Speaker null and void, stat-
ing that the house was not in order
when the election was conducted.

Speaker on the edge
Opposition members tried to physi-
cally prevent presiding officer
Yogesh Bhat from completing the
election process. Zameer broke the
mike kept on the Speaker’s table,
and threw it down. As more mem-
bers climbed on to the Speaker’s
podium, security personnel rushed to
prevent the worst.

The security staff had to scuffle
with some of the members. This fur-
ther enraged the opposition, and
some of them tore the records on the
Bhat’s table and threw it on his face.
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Sunitha Rao R. BANGALORE

The pharmaceutical waste that was
found dumped in the Bangalore City
Railway station’s backyard near Sri-
ramapura on Sunday night is slowly be-
coming comprehensible, revealing its
components.

Preliminary observations by chemists
at the forensic laboratory in Madiwala
show that the element selenium, which
rarely occurs in nature in its elemental
form, is part of the mix. Devaki Umesh,
medical officer, west zone, BBMP, said,
“Selenium is a trace mineral with anti-
oxidant properties. Its presence in the
brew could lead to health hazards.”

The medical officer says that the ele-
ment has already mixed with soil in Sri-
rampura, and is likely to adversely im-
pact both construction and agriculture.
“It is a harmful chemical. It will not al-
low the gravel and cement to hold, and
construction in the area can be a prob-
lem. The results of the tests on the waste
were expected today, but we are still
awaiting them,” Dr Devaki said. Testing
will be conducted on the site where the

substance was dumped, to assess the ex-
tent of the pollution caused. Since the
solvent is in a dry form, the damage can
be more easily contained if it does not
rain, Dr Devaki said.

The plastic drums holding the waste
were removed from the site by residents
in the vicinity, and the waste was spilt
over the area.

The chemical is thus present in the

soil here. The BBMP on Wednesday
claimed that 30 barrels of the waste
were found at the site (earlier, the figure
quoted had been 40). Nine barrels were
shifted to the Century Refineries at
Hosakote by Tuesday night. Both pri-
vate and government testing agencies
will be conducting tests to assess the na-
ture of the chemical waste.

r_sunitha@dnaindia.n et

Sharan Kumar. BANGALORE

The Bangalore Turf Club (BTC)
will no longer be legal tenants at
the expiry of the lease period to-
day (December 31) as the gov-
ernment has refused to grant
any extension. The BTC has ap-
proached the High Court for re-
lief. Though the court has not
passed any orders, it is widely
expected that the status quo will
be maintained till the time the
high court applies its mind and
pronounces its judgment.

The advocate general had as-
sured that the government will
not haste  matters . But so far the
BTC has not  got licence to run
its activities for the month of
January. Licences to run racing
and conduct of course betting is
given on a month-to-month ba-
sis. The next date of hearing
fixed by HC is on January 13.

Pharma waste contains selenium
Rampage over actor’s death delays tests

As fans of actor Vishnuvardhan went on
the rampage after hearing of his death,
they unwittingly also delayed the tests
being conducted at the forensic science
laboratory at Madiwala to assess the
nature of the substance found dumped at
Srirampura. Staff at the institute found it
difficult to arrive because of disruption in
the city, and the institute’s regular func-
tions were affected.

Meanwhile, with each gust of wind from
the railway backyard, a pungent odour is
hitting the residents of Sriramapura. 

Turf Club’s
lease period
ends today

Bosky Khanna. BANGALORE

There will be no flooding from next
monsoon onwards in the greater
Bangalore, says Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA).

E Sreenivasa, engineer member
BDA told DNA that the authority is
constructing vents at every five to ten
metres in all newly asphalted roads
in the city to ensure free flow of sur-
face water into drains.

“We have also made slopes in the
roads to flow rain water to drains. All
these drains are connected to storm
water drains. This will avoid stagna-
tion of water in the new roads and
stop future flooding,” he said.

The authority has taken up 1,554
developmental works estimated at
Rs623.09 crore in different parts of
the city. All works will be completed
in April 2010, said Sreenivasa.

“Most of them will be done by
January next year. We will issue ten-
ders for some works soon. All the ac-
tivities will be finished in the stipu-
lated time,” he added.

However, experts are not con-
vinced with the BDA promise.

“It will take only one down pour to
reveal the actual condition of these
newly constructed roads and drains,”
said Dr TV Ramachandra, Energy
and Wetlands Research Group Cen-
tre for Ecological Sciences, Indian In-
stitute of Science.

“There is nothing new in the BDA
promises. They have mentioned it all
in the town planning report. Only
time will say how they are going to
implement it,” he added.

k_bosky@dnaindia.net

BDA vows
a flood-free
Bangalore
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WASSUP TODAY

KARNATAKA PRADESH
BANJARA SEVA SANGHA:
Banjara Cultural Meet -
2009, Chief minister BS
Yeddyurappa to inaugu-
rate, ministers Katta
Subramanya Naidu, Revu

Naik Belamagi, former ministers BT Lalitha
Naik, Shobha Karandlaje, Cheluvaraya Swamy,
seer Nidumamidi Channamalla Swamy, and
Banjara Gurupeeta seer Basava Saradar
Sevalal to participate, Town Hall, 11 am
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If you want your events to be listed, please send
in the details to browser@dnaindia.net. You can

also fax them to 42868801 or call 42868888

AFTER HRS: DAILY DOSE P2
AFTER HRS: PLAN YOUR DAY P4

1

GENERAL

NITHYANANDA DHYANAPEETAM:
Anandotsava 2010, Karnataka Day
Celebrations, Chief minister BS
Yeddyurappa, Pondicherry chief minister N
Rangaswamy, seer Paramahamsa
Nityananda to take part, Nityananda Puri,
Off Mysore Road, Bidadi, 3.30 pm

FRAZER TOWN RESIDENTS’ WELFARE
ASSOCIATION: Inauguration of Clearness
Drive by S Suresh Kumar, Jeremiah and
Mosque Road Circle, 10 am
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YOUR POCKET VALET FOR THE CITY

ART AND CULTURE

INDIAN CARTOONISTS’ ASSOCIATION:
Exhibition of cartoons by member of
Parliament Janardhana Swamy, Mid Ford
House, near Bid Kids Kemp, behind MG
Road, 10 onwards

UNION TEXTILE MINISTRY: Harsh Kala
National Handloom Mela, Palace grounds,
10 am onwards 
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POSITIVE THINKING

CHINMAYA MISSION: Akhanda Geetha Jnana
Yagna by Sri Brahmananda Swamy, Sripada
Kshetra, Dollars Colony, JP Nagar, 6 pm

RAGIGUDDA SRI PRASANNA ANJANEYA
SWAMY BHAKTHA MANDALI TRUST:
Discourse on Upanishads by Sri Swamy
Atmananda Saraswathi, Sri Kuchalamba
Samskruthika Mandira, 6.30 pm

4

SAPTHAGIRI AYURVEDA AND SIDDHA
HOSPITAL: Free Ayurvedic Cardiac and
General Medical Consultation by Dr
Suresh Babu, senior cardiac consult-
ant, 2/2, New Mico Road, Audugodi, 10
am to 9 pmTO
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PASSING THROUGH
VEERASHAIAVA SEVA SAMAJA: 25th
Beladingala Koota, Dr Tamil Selvi, head of
the department of Madras University’s
Kannada Department, and RN
Chandrashekar, pro-Kannada thinker, to
participate, SM Kalyana Mantapa, 6.30 pm
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